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"And After The Fire: A Novel"

by Lauren Belfer

Led by Barbara Katz

Monday, March 30, 2020 1-3 PM

At The Hadassah Brooklyn Conference Room

National Jewish Book Award Winner!

“The New York Times-bestselling author of A Fierce Radiance and City of Light returns with a new powerful and passionate novel—inspired by
historical events—about two women, one European and one American, and the mysterious choral masterpiece by Johann Sebastian Bach that
changes both their lives.

In the ruins of Germany in 1945, at the end of World War Il, American soldier Henry Sachs takes a souvenir, an old music manuscript, from a
seemingly deserted mansion and mistakenly kills the girl who tries to stop him.

In America in 2010, Henry’s niece, Susanna Kessler, struggles to rebuild her life after she experiences a devastating act of violence on the streets of
New York City. When Henry dies soon after, she uncovers the long-hidden music manuscript. She becomes determined to discover what it is and to
return it to its rightful owner, a journey that will challenge her preconceptions about herself and her family’s history—and also offer her an oppor-
tunity to finally make peace with the past.

In Berlin, Germany, in 1783, amid the city’s glittering salons where aristocrats and commoners, Christians and Jews, mingle freely despite simmer-
ing anti-Semitism, Sara Itzig Levy, a renowned musician, conceals the manuscript of an anti-Jewish cantata by Johann Sebastian Bach, an un-
settling gift to her from Bach’s son, her teacher. This work and its disturbing message will haunt Sara and her family for generations to come.

Interweaving the stories of Susanna and Sara, and their families, And After the Fire traverses over two hundred years of history, from the eight-
eenth century through the Holocaust and into today, seamlessly melding past and present, real and imagined. Lauren Belfer’s deeply researched,
evocative, and compelling narrative resonates with emotion and immediacy.”

This book is available at the Brooklyn Public Library and book sellers like Amazon in hard copy, audio, and eBook formats.

We will meet in the Conference Room of the Hadassah Brooklyn Office in The East Midwood Jewish Center
1625 Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn NY 11230 (between Avenues L & K)

$10 in advance. $15 at the door. Light Refreshments will be served.
Questions? Call Sandy at (718) 382-6454

Please PRINT, CUT, and MAIL the below reply slip by Thursday March 27, 2020 to:
Barbara Magid/WWL - 3000 Ocean Parkway, Apt 17L, Brooklyn NY 11235

[ 1Reserve _ seat(s) for WWL “And After the Fire: A Novel” on 3/30/20

[ ]11would also like to contribute S to help support the extraordinary work of
Hadassah!

S enclosed. Check# . Make your check payable to “Hadassah”
Attendee(s)

Your Address Apt Zip
Phone E-mail

Photos may be taken at this event for our website, or newsletter. If you do not wish your photo taken, please tell the photographer.
You may obtain a copy of Hadassah’s Financial report by writing to the Hadassah Finance Department, 40 Wall Street, New York, NY 10005.



